Authentic anchitecture inspired by Old Nags Head and consistent design
has made homeowners Stewart and Tami Buss's Bald Eaple Lane residence,
a dream for more than 25 years, a new heirloom.

l'y Danlalla Baoliza
Photography by Andrew Sherman
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King post trusses, cader shingles and trim dataill on the dormers sre traditional
R Foarbures reprosants d on the axterior of thae Buss farily's Bald Bagle Lana home,
dasignad to roflact Dld Mags Head styla and authenic coastal architacturs,
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Tha backyard fawburas an unobstructsd view to tha Intracoastsl Wsterway. Thi Buss family
wnjoys 8 serans and naturs lendscsps with s hammedd that langs batessn tha rees snd

a miowly bullt pler and dode.
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Visitors are istantly drawn to the
view of the [ntracoastal Waterway
through every window and comforted
by the soothing scent of cypress.
Oipcinum window placement to
maxlmize water views and the cypress
ceilings that fllow the flow of the
mofline are inherent desion fearures
repested throughout the home.

Stewart says the desipn feanares,
along with a bedmam for each of the
thres sons oo come home toand a
mun cave where they can gpend rime
= a family, fulfill dhe vision of coear-
Irg a heritape hame,

“The maln reason we bulle was w
have spaces we are boping to be pen-
mational.” Stewart wys

Stewart and Taml vacationsd oo
the MNorth Carolina coasr for years
and looked for home dies during
every tip. They immediansly sow
potential 1a the property.

*This ot bs special,” Stewart mys
“Many of the lom on Bald Eagle are
lined with high bushes. Here, it is park-
ltler with 180-depree views of the water
adl the way down”

Almost Four years after buying the
loe; they were ready oo build. Tearing
down the sxiting howse wa the firs
step, and they theew an unusual party
m ldck off the prooss,

“We had a demolidon partr with
speay paint, hammers and polf chubs,*
Tami srys

Thee team of architect Kevin Micman
ad Jeremy Bishop of Seerling Custom
Congructon brought che Buses'
dreams to fruktion.

“We worked together and mood iIn
the spaces during construcrion in oeder
oo beainseorm ides, * Bahop sy “We
did a loe of things on the fiy and always
looked For opporrunimes w make &
bigger viston and add more deraik”

THE UGLIER THE WEATHER,
I'HE MORE BEAUTIFUL THE WINDOWS.
eyt T P O
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"My expert advice?
Rely on an expert.”

AMY MATTHEWS
T Heml and Licerese
Gaerd Conrackr

TV hest ard Leansed Gararal Comractor .l'qr-, Mtatdae has boill and
remadelad lets of homas ceer the years. Az an axpert, tha knows betlar than
1TH O the valus of waorling with professonas = ko the orss at Fn.'r] JLon

L product sxperts sl h:1|; v hind the parfect preducts From the hrask
bath, kriichan and hghiting brands m the workd, =0 you can taks prede in your
homs - an évary leval . bet up yaur consultaton weth Farguson tadsy, and let o
shioiw you the pocsibiities far your ot progect
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Wi and clean wood tones units the main ving spaces. Cyprass hangs
above on the ceilings, redaimed wood sits balow on the floors, and
sdditional wood sccents on th kitchen lland and firaplacs mantsl te In
mmota natural and organic tarturas. A wood-burning firsplacs in tha living
arca cortalnsa chimney chass mads of gucoo and hand-placed shell
sogregates Tha mantel, stiadhed with wrought ron bradosts, |5 recisimsd
walnut that resembles a plecs of drifewood.

Steware and Taend warned the bulk of the suble square footage con-
centrated in the main Uving spaces where the dining area. lving area and
kitchen are unified and focused on views out the floor-to-calling windows,

Clear-coared cypress hangs abowe in the Iving area’s coffered ceiling
and seamlesly wramsitions Lnto & planied celling In the kichen A double.
lapered, yet simple, trim wraps every space, displaying the auchentic-

Lty and corsistency of design. The puricy and open grain of the cypress
complements the character In the 150.year-ald reclaimed hardwood flooes
throughour the house.

“We wanted wood — it's warm, beachy and coastal,® Stewart sayn,

The open dichen, with a lange acoent iland and & walnut burcher-blode
counterop, Is both dynamic and calm. Different shades of blue in the tile
backsplash become 2 continuance of the water view. A stainless sweel mnge
bood juxmposes the warm wood o, adding more interes to the space,

“We wanted one bl room where vou could socalize,™ Stewart s
“That shnd crestes 3 comersation,”

ociabar 2015 www wright millsbeachmagazine com




Thie wa tare oy views continus from the main ving spaces to the
mastar badroorn, Tha marer bathroom opens up with halght from a
singhs vaubted calling. A standslons tub sits cantrally located In front
of & window and the smple palswalls are complemantad by the
tanturs in the amwom buth vanitias and imastens countertops —
hed [brriestone 13 several hundned yesrs obd and |5 from the Dead Sea.

Long lines allow for increased alrflow and ventilation through
the bome The oamition o the maer badroom and the smis
featuse apen, plasfree tansoms above doorways — an unfinshed
and unexpected slement Plirman liloes ® incorpomte. The swrictly
funcrional smirwar is hidden off o the ade 5o 1t doesn't rob square
footage from the main living space.

The upstalrs exudes o comape feel, opening Into a pathering room
where a cypress sunburst ceiling follows the roofline, producing
unisual anples that shoot down from a central peak. The chimney
chase, which s an extension of the fireplace in the living area, adds
sophisricated coaal textures to the room,

Ffirman, Buhop and the homeowner brainseormed different
ways o handle the celling and decided 10 szay true to the roofline.

“They didn't compromise and went above and beyond what we
originally programmed 1n,” Bishop sy “We love the contnuley in

a house. We didn't wane (1 w feel like a seart and mop, we wanmed it
to flow dhrough.”
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Gatharing spaces comtinus to Inhablit the reofling. A balcany off the upstain gathering room is referred to as the throne perch, whiens tha

farmiby can feal protected by the overhanging king truss snd anjoy the view.
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A man ave, sepan ted from the main Iving spaces, contains conaete floors and
cyprasswalin. s sl lodge fesl is enhancedwith a pool table, loungs seating snd

courter halght seating.

Sheltered with a proteciive overhanp and dgnanwe king trum shove, the balcony
off the garhering mom features spectacular sastern views of the warerway. The
homeowners placed two tall chaies here and reber w it & thelr throne porch. The
balcony sits between rwo sectlans of the roof where the authentic architecrure Is
revealed In exposed joino, tastens and marerial trans tons.

*You can towch the roofs You can touch the deealls,” Plionan sy,

Srmmewrical puen rooms thar anchor the halves of the upuairs show more angled
cypress csilings. Oueside the bedroom windows ase rafters that are piiched o pro-
vide protection from the wind, showing the roof elements o be muldfuncrional.

“When you are in these oms you inhabie the mofline, When pou see these
angles you know that on the ocher sde there is the dey,” Pfirmun sys

Conpected 1o the house by a covered walkway with a roofline spmmetrical on
the exerior, the detached outbulding indudes the parage and the man cave where
Stewart and his sans can spend time playing pod and warching sports. Concrees
Boces and raw yellow pine framing lumber wied 2 beans on the celling are more
unrefined elements and add character o the room. Cypress Is present o the celling
and shiplap an the walls
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AN of tha sutdoor INing spacas wers deaigned to ba coversd, yot remaln purpessiul
with a fooss on the viee of tha lntrecoastal.

The result is a unigue home chat reflects Stewart and Tami's ideas. The couple eomvi-
tloned a subsmneial Old Nags Hesd howse with a Haeras feel char had year.round
outdoor porches and coumyard.

“We commission protorypes,” Pfirman says. “This is the fire one of 1n kind and
that's it."

Phirman desipred the home to be an authentic representation of o classic beach
house with an aerodynamic moofline that inhabited the interior spaces. The exterior
mofline is smooth and repeated an the parage and connecting breezeway.

*Gmrmml}mnthr car to the howss rou are ahwars wnder @ covered rood ”
Blshop says.

Tradidonal weches were added, inclusding king post crusses, cedar dhingles and a
ramp leading lomo che thed — a fearure sddad o coaswal homes oo amist o bringiog
boats irside,
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A desp snd linear porch hamgs
off tha backsids with comfortable
seating and plenty of room to
antertair. The pordh on this rees
halrlcom home wasalio dasignad
to provides sadditionsd seting —
the helght of the kdge actsasa
barich srvd can ba wsed by futune

grandchildran,

-

*They really followed chrough an the level of fnlsh dur they expected,” Phirman save

The expansive waterfroot porch is a space where Seewan and Tami can enjor the view of the ever.chanping waterwar
and Figurs Eighe Iiland beyand.

*My fvorte thing to do is make my coffee and go on the back deck and lock for dolphins and wasch the boas,”
Tami s

The contrasting materials — Brazilian hardwood floors, cypress celling, prar cedar shingles and white erim that is a
replication of the style mmed Inside — create architecrural hammony.

“This is a dream house for us,™ Stewant sapr. “We hawve always lived in colonial homes, For s this s a really special
house,”

It is a home that can lass from peneration © generstion.

“We want something ther can pass down to their kids and grandleids,” Blshop sy,
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