STORY OF:-A HOUSE

Harmony

Function

[n the newly constructed home of Jane and Lucien Ellison,
Wilmington's first Certified Passive House,
less is more and simply beautiful

By Asiiey Want - PrHoracrarts sy Rick Rice
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veil of Spanish moss, the house fies the sce 1shipin a bortle,
But that's only part of whar 2 handful of ALA (American Instinute of
were looking at when Lucien Ellison of Ellison Building Company and local

asking abowr the insularion, thermal bride sdar orienearion, ancd a hoss of other things
relared] o form or function. Their obsession with details, numbers and marerial, after all, is
part of how they stay in business,

And 5o it was on a recent summer evening. They wanted numbers. They wanted to know
abwr the |||;:_r]|-|_u.:r1-|Tr|||;| e windimws, the EEWV RETRTEY TeCwETY ventilanohl, the TDDs
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[nside, form and function are one.

Minimalist furniture and a

neutral palette place emphasis on
the materials, and the space is

filled with natural light.

bular davlighring devices) = and the challenpes
of ceeating a beautiful and livable space undes
such serict parameters, Lucien delivered. As a
residenrial developer, he's worked on various
pojects, many of them rewanding, especially
in terms of satisfying the customer. Bur this
house represented his dream of becoming
the area’s premier low-enerey homebuilder.
He was eager to shiomr the inclustry's roughest
critees tharan ulea loneenerer structune can
libewise serve as a modke] for excuisice crafrs-
manship and midcentuey modern sesthetc.
I teems of green bailding, the passive
house stanudard is said o be the most rigoe
o enerey standand in the workd, The idea is
o create a superansulaned, aietighr seeucturee
o maximize energy efficiency and minimize
enerey loss. Although the toncept originated
in Ciermany in the early "90s, it's just starmed
o gain steam in the Llnited States. In North
Canmolina, there are only three certified passve
howses mo dlare, Lucien hopes the house where
he-and his wife will raise their three chikdnen
will inspire something of a local revolurion.
[nsicle, form and fanetion are one.
Mirimalist furrurure anc 2 rearreal palens
place ¢mphiasis on the materials, aral the space
is filled with natural light. In the main living
i, 3 pant of transitional ubible chandeliers
hamaes from a steel sirder truss between an
open kitchen with Ceasarstone quartz coun-
tertops ard a contemporary living roem with
concrete slab flooring. Besond the rriple-pane
tilt-and-turn windews along the back wall, a
spacions deck shaded by an owerhanging roof
serves as an ourdoor lounge and dining area
with an unohstructed view of the water.
Lucien speaks of the sustainable features in
his home the way an epicurne might describe
a srarrrmet meal, Bur in osder wo rruly under
srard how this house works, vouw muss meer
the wholbe famiby: wite, Jane, and sons Jack, 10;
Archie, 8 and Baines, 6.

hristmas before Last,
before the tak floors
were installed, Jane
andd Lucien baoughe
the bovs o ther

furuire homse whers
they cach discme
enerl 2 conveten] gift: Jack sot a new guicar,. For
Archie: an decrronic drum set. Young Baines
iourd the elecrric fourwheeler in the garase,

Tt eoes withour saving thar the Ellizon boys
are a lucky |ot.

From the mam floon, an open riser
staircase beacls up w0 bows' suite. Their three
rooms are virtually identical — same size
bathroom, same e choset, same breathrake
ing view of the warer — bur each is stvled 1o
fir @ distinct personaliey.
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Tack keeps his space near and richy, Baines buikls tiny worlcls fior his borses and robots.
Speaking of mobotics, even the eloser lights turn off automarically, *We put occupaney sensors in their dos-
ets, savs Lucien, Archie asked if they could bosre them in cheir bathmooms, oo

Dowvnistairs, a larme mame room features pool rable, ping pong and builtin storage for ovs, Ouesicde: baskethall
Foop, tetherball set and a conerete backboand for praceicing wennis,

The main floor is cuteer frée, Pocker doors separate the main living area feom a crancuil Zen room for yoga or
meditation beneath the shade of the larmest cak on the property. Bven the master bedrmoom is immaculare — juse
a bed with builvin storape and an ineredible view of the ereck.

Jane has 2 secret she calls the laurcdey room.

“This is the one room [ think is a toeal luxury,” she says. Not because there's a washer and dover ienenpy of
fent, of pourse), Becanse thee spate is hers — andd it's exactly what she asked for, Builtin storage stretches acmoss
the length of the mom, There iz a pifewrapping station, a place for fodding oy and 2 home office. Each bow
has a drawer for schoolworl, ebectronics, plus room for odds and ends. Jane's secret is that everything from dean-
ing proclucts m power chords belones in a particular place.

From Jane's room, the houschold functions like a wiell-niled machine. And through the wingows, she can
bk ot across the frone vand anid see the furure

efore their passive home was a twinkle in the homebuilders' eves, the Ellisons lived in a

Crafrsmans arvle house on Towdes Boad, just one mile away, Jack and Archie grew up

plaving in the small flower garden with Jane. When Baines was old enoosh o join them,

Jane started 0 itch. She ervisioned an urban farm with free-ranpe chickens — a place her

chibdren could truly experience whar she calls "hacktobasics” sustainabilivy, They needed

FEMTL 0 STOT,

Ir 2011, when they discovered the neartw property on Hewlerts Crieek, Jane and

Lucien agreed thar it was the perfecr site for the home and lifesoyle of their dreams. The homestead, which
includes six chickens and half a dozen misal beds, is a workineprogress.,
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“I'm learning tm enjoy the process,” says Jane.

For architect Kievin Phoman, who designed the fiest LEED house in the area in 1995, this project was a perfect
march. {LEED, which stands for Leadership in Enerev & Erwiron mental Thesign, is a ereenduilding prosram
thiat promotes and rewnrds sustainable building practices with official certification.} He recalls a project he
I,.!.\_ "-If_rrn.\_n_ g el II YIRS BN I:I'IT A I "'\.'n.'l'ri'l I'l'\.l.'l'lp._'l_.! [_"-'I'I II"\_'T.'n. LW il.ll_l Walerwm,

*He asked me o do wharever Twanted m do in wharever stvle Dwanted to work in,” savs Phirman, who de-
signied an ulera miodern bouse — the architect's dream bouse, more or less. Although the progect never made it o
construction, he pur the rendering on his websine where it sar for oo vears,

Thar rerslering made Lucien pick up the phone.

P the Bomebuilder asked the architect

“Thisis the kind of house T woukd design fust for fun,” the aechirect replied. And the fun he had shows,

oy

o do thar in passive howse

Walk throngh rhe space with Phrman arsd be will point out the Lighe shedf on the main fleor, the carch basins,
and the way the cvpress paneling on the sloped ceilling appears o po seraighe through the conerete walls 1o the
gofur, Hewill also poinoout details such as the flanses om the ends of the sirder tross:

“Itivkes me when [ see 2 massive structural member ghosting through a manerial that [ lonow cannot holbd ie, but

1 I n iy
Im il'llz- LBl 'l'-_' E -'-.I-.T 1% -'.'l'l|||'|.'|l..'|.L'|'- 1= L'-Clh.'-.l. arut Chere i3 no Ty EIeryY as 10 browae 1T LS SUpported,. s3vs Mirman.,

.1 '.? s for the children, their modern home is the kingd of place they wanr eo biring
| A their friencs.
,‘f," ?I' They might ghine their friends the oak leaf prints on the lving room oo, a happy
,u":"' :'._JIIEI accidenr th IE OoCit red whien the slab was poured in spring, O b they coam enner the
| '~;I'f'.l house with the fingerprint scanner beside the door of the mudroom. Or how thev can
ﬁ ' i feed the chickens from the palms of their hards, Or how Ollie, the vellow Lab, likes ro
= .=1' tug che rope swing that hanges from the branch of che mighte oalke.

Or perhaps they will show off a pictune of Lebon, the young Kenvan boy who the Ellison boys have been
supporting theough a local ron-profir called Chne Way Our Kerwva. One fourth of cheir allowanos goes owand
helping orhers.

Sometimes, rather than asking for birthday gifts, the boys ask for money for their friend Leboo.

“They're learning m pive back,” savs Jane,

They're learning abour conservarion aned sustainahilice. In many ways, thev're learming 1o be more like
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